294 LES RELATIONS DES JESUITES

officer, and served with much distinction, especially when placed in
charge of various forts. He was commandant at Michillimackinac
at an early date— probably from 1737 to 1742, a period broken by a
short term of service (in 1739) against the Chickasaws in Louisiana;
he led against them a troop of French and Indians from Canada.
From the autumn of 1742 to that of 1743, he commanded at Detroit,
and again from 1750 to March, 1754. In October, 1744, he was sent
to take command of Fort Niagara, where he remained two years;
then spent a short time at Montreal; and in the spring of 1747
became commandant at Fort St. Frederic (Crown Point), remaining
there about six months. In 1750, after his return from the Ohio
expedition of the previous year, he was ordered to take charge of
the Detroit post. Leaving it in 1754, he probably spent the next
six years in various military operations of the French and Indian
war; the latest mention of his name in Canadian affairs is, appar-
ently, as one of the defenders of Quebec in 1759. He had married,
in 1724 (at Montreal), Marie Madeleine Blondeau, widow of Charles
le Gardeur, and had by her four children. He was again married
(in 1743) —to Catherine Eury, by whom he had nine children; after
she became a widow, she entered (1777) the Gray Sisters’ convent
at Montreal, where she died twenty years later.

The strong preponderance of evidence is in favor of Pierre as
being the explorer of 1749; but some writers ascribe this service
to his younger brother, Jean Baptiste. Céloron kept a journal of
the expedition of 1749, which has been preserved at Paris, in the
archives of the Department of Marine. From this document and
Bonnécamps’s journal (also resting in the archives of the marine),
Marshall drew materials for his paper, *“ De Céloron’s Expedition to
the Ohio,"" published in Mag. Amer. Hist., March, 1878. Bonné-
camps’s journal was accompanied by a MS. map (in size 30 by 81
centimeters) drawn by him, locating all the places mentioned in his
journal, where he had taken observations (p. 197 of this volume).
This map was also preserved, with his memoir, in the above-named
archives, but cannot now be found; its disappearance seems to have
taken place at some time during 189g2-¢4. A small copy of it (but
with modern lettering) is given by Darlington in G#st's Journals,
at p. 274.

Jean Baptiste Céloron was born in 1696, and was, like Pierre, an
officer in the colonial troops. He married (in 1730) Suzanne Piot, by
whom he had five children. Little is positively known about him,
the general references in contemporary documents to ‘‘ M. de Célo-
ron’' being somewhat confusing; but he was commandant at La
Presentation in 1751, with the rank of lieutenant; and probably it
is he who was killed in the summer of 1756, near Fort Cumberland,



